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CONGRESSMAN PETER DEFAZIO 
4th District, Or^on 

E Q Box 1316 
Springfield OR 97477 

wwwdefa2ioforcongress.org 

January 5,2011 

FEDERAL ELECTION 
ĈOMMISSION 

ZBIireB-7 AH 10:27 

OFFICE OF GENERAL 
COU.MSEL FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION 

ATTN: Jeff Jordan 
999ESt.NW 
Washington. D.C. 20463 

RE: MUR 6446 

Dear Mr. Jordan: 

I am writing in response to the complaint filed on December 1,2010, by Lynnelle 
Kummelehne. The complaint alleges I violated Federal Election law by speaking 
at a Bay Area Rotary luncheon in Coos Bay, Oregon, on October 12,2010. Ms. 
Kummelehne provides no specifics and cites no language from the FECA to 
support her complaint. Ms. Kummelehne misrepresents both my participation in 
the luncheon and the motivation of the Bay Area Rotary Ciub, and I believe her 
complaint should be dismissed. 

My participation at the Rotary's luncheon was official. As chair of the 
subcemmittee on Highways end Transit, 1 spoke primarily on transportation-
related topics. I discussed the status of a pending six-year transportatton 
reaidhorization bill that I authored, and the impact it wooM have on transportatton 
systems both nationally end locally. A local television station reported on my 
commente to the Rotary on October 12,2010, and notes my focus on 
transportation-related issues in their news coverage (See attached A). 

I have often spoken at Rotary meetings throughout my district. I have attended 
43 Rotery Ciub gattierings Including at ttie Bay Area Rotary, in the last 10 years. 
My congrssstonai offloo was contacted by the Bay Area Rotery to ask about my 
availability to address their group in early October 2010. My district scheduler 
conflnned my availability witii tiiem en October 8,2010. 

Ms. Kummelehne*s dairo ttiat ttie event was "partisan" and tiiat tiie Rotary 
endorsed my candidacy is false. At no time dkl the Rotery display my campaign 
signs, distribute information about my candidacy, or treat this as a campaign 
event. (See Attached Photos 1,2,3, and 4). 
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I also believe Ms. Kummeiehne's argument is erroneous. Ms. Kummeiehne's 
stetas in her eompiaint ttiat the Bay Area Rotacy is a 501 (c)(3). However, 
according to a 2008 990-EZ filed by the Bay Area Rotary Club In Coos Bay, OR, 
Is a 501 (c)(6) (see attached B). Organizations witii this tax status are eligible to 
host speakers of a poiiticai nature as long as that activity does not comprise Ite 
sole purpose. And tiiere Is no filing listing this Rotary as a charity on tiie Oregon 
Department of Justice datebase. 

For the reasons I have described above, I respectfully request that the 
Commission dismiss tiiis matter. 

Sincerel' 

PAD:hs 

Attechmente 

0 Paid for and Authorized by DeFazio for Omgiess • Robert Adnnnaii p Tteasurer • 541-485-1622 



ATTACHMENT A 

K C B Y 11 - Coos Bay / North Bend, Oregon 

Print this article 

DeFazio: timing is everything for rail 
^ service 
^ Originally printed at http://www.kcby.com/news/local/104827894.fatinl 
w 
^ By Erica Rush KCSY News October 12,2010 

O COOS BAY, ORE-U.S. Congressman Peter DeFazio is pushing to get a new 
^ Transportation Bill ready in the hq)esofgettiiig approval in time to hit the next 

construction season, which could have a Ing impact on the Coos Bi^ Rdl lû ^ 

After a foiled attempt to pass a sbc-year Transportation Bill through the Obama 
AdministFation last May, the Oregon Democrat told folks at the Coos Bay-North Bend 
Rotaiy Club Luncheon that this current "tame-duck" session could lie the best time to 
prqpare to push through a new Bill. 

He sî s, afier all, when it comes ta the 111-mile ndl line to (3oos Bay, tuning is 
everything. "It(lfaenul line) serves our businesses and commerce in tenns of delivering 
products. We need to get that Bill done in a tiinely way so that contracts can go out 
March when construction season begins. If we don't get the Bill done until May or June, 
tiien you lose anottier construction seasQn...you lose those jobs." 

HI 



All photos courtesy ofKCBY video coverage ofevent 

PHOTOl 

Ml 
UD 

6 
Ml 

Q 



PHOTO 2 

o 
Ml 

2 
^ fin 

IE 



Ml 

Fonn 990-EZ 
• l M T « M y 

Short Form 
Return of Organization Exempt From Income Tax 

Undar Melnn amie). SZV. or 4M7(tf)|l) ol the liilwnri Rwomw Cod* 
fnaopt Mock hmg boiMfll liusl or pmaw loundolioî  
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ConinbiilionB, gifls. grants, and similar amounts rseaved . 
Program sonnee rovenuo including government fees and contracts 
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Investment income 
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Balance Sheets, if Total assets on line 25. column (B) are $2.500.000 or more, file Form 990 instead of Fbrm 990-EZ. 
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